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of Western New York for his role in 
rescuing an 11-year-old boy who had be-
come trapped in a deep gorge. 

Christian was truly a selfless serv-
ant. As his sister-in-law told the local 
news following his passing: ‘‘There are 
many, many people walking this Earth 
right now who owe their lives to Chris-
tian.’’ 

Above all else, Christian was a de-
voted family man. He leaves behind his 
loving wife, Teressa, and his children, 
Everett, Addison, Ari, and Talia. 

Christian was a model citizen. He was 
the kind of American we all should 
strive to be. He leaves behind a pro-
found legacy of selfless service to our 
Nation and a deep impact to his com-
munity, our community. Our Nation 
mourns him as a hero. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
honoring this brave veteran for his 
service and sacrifice to our Nation and 
pass the legislation to designate the 
Honeoye Falls Post Office as the CW4 
Christian J. Koch Memorial Post Of-
fice. 

f 

PROTECTING SENIORS FROM 
SCAMMERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker, 
I rise in support of my bipartisan, bi-
cameral legislation, H.R. 5914, the Em-
powering States to Protect Seniors 
from Bad Actors Act, which will help 
stop financial scammers from tar-
geting vulnerable older Americans. 

According to a report from the Sen-
ate Special Committee on Aging re-
leased last Congress, senior scams cost 
older Americans nearly $3 billion a 
year, often hitting their retirement 
nest eggs, not to mention the pain and 
anxiety you can’t put a dollar figure 
on. 

Additionally, a survey from the In-
vestor Protection Trust found that last 
year about 7 million Americans re-
ported being a victim of financial ex-
ploitation. What is worse is that only 1 
in 24 cases of elder exploitation actu-
ally gets reported. 

Millions of seniors across the coun-
try, including in my district in north-
ern New Jersey—even my own mother 
of blessed memory—have been the vic-
tims of financial scams, and far too 
many have been cheated out of their 
retirement savings. 

I remember my mom called me and 
claimed that I had messed up her tax 
return, and my mom wasn’t exactly 
shy about that. Luckily, we figured it 
out and stopped that ‘‘IRS agent’’ in 
his tracks. Obviously, it was a fraudu-
lent IRS agent. But how many others 
paid? 

My bipartisan bill will create a new 
Senior Investor Protection Grant pro-
gram to support State enforcement 
agencies and task forces charged with 
protecting and educating seniors on fi-
nancial fraud. They will be able to hire 

additional investigative staff, invest in 
equipment and training for law en-
forcement, and better educate seniors 
on financial scams. 

I am confident that with this work at 
the State level, with law enforcement 
and with more outreach to local com-
munities and seniors, we can more 
fully fight back against these huck-
sters who are scamming our seniors. 

My Empowering States to Protect 
Seniors from Bad Actors Act is a key 
part of my senior security strategy, to 
make sure we are doing everything we 
can to end financial scams targeting 
our seniors, including stopping the 
unending stream of robocalls and un-
wanted text messages. It also builds on 
my bipartisan, bicameral legislation, 
the Senior Security Act, which the 
House passed last year, as well as my 
ongoing work to put an end to the an-
noying robocalls targeting our seniors. 

It is time we acted. Older Americans 
have given so much to our great coun-
try. We should always have their backs 
and help protect them from predators 
who want to take advantage of them. 
It is incumbent on us to protect them 
from scammers and abuse and to make 
sure we do everything we can to stop 
robocalls. We have passed legislation in 
this Chamber to do just that. 

It is time we make sure the Federal 
Communications Commission acts to 
hold all of those phone companies who 
are part of all of these robocalls ac-
countable. It is time. That is what my 
Senior Security Strategy is all about 
and what this bipartisan legislation 
that the House will be voting on is also 
all about, protecting our seniors. They 
need a cop on the beat, and we are here 
today to do something about it. 

I encourage my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to vote in favor of my 
bipartisan bill to stop bad actors from 
cheating older Americans out of their 
hard-earned retirement savings and 
stand by our seniors when they need it 
most. 

f 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS FIRST, 
AMERICANS LAST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, when a 
Federal judge struck down the Centers 
for Disease Control’s 15-day extension 
of the mask mandate on public trans-
portation, Americans celebrated this 
action as a welcome win for freedom. 
This decision was long overdue and was 
welcomed by almost everyone, except 
those in the Biden administration who 
immediately announced they would be 
appealing this decision. 

After hearing this announcement, I 
was perplexed. After all, President 
Biden had just recently announced that 
he would be lifting pandemic restric-
tions on our southern border by re-
scinding title 42 enforcement. The 
American people got the message loud 
and clear: illegal immigrants first, 
Americans last. 

Madam Speaker, 2.4 million illegal 
immigrants have been apprehended at 
the border since President Biden took 
office, 221,303 just in the month of 
March of this year. This is all before 
President Biden announced title 42 
would be rescinded, which is sure to 
lead to an even larger influx of illegal 
immigrants as we wait to see the April 
numbers from Border Patrol. 

Madam Speaker, it is past time to 
put the politics aside and put this 
country first. We must secure our bor-
der by finishing the wall and enforcing 
our laws. I urge President Biden to re-
verse his decision to rescind title 42 
and put America First. 

RECOGNIZING MRS. OPAL BOHANNON 
Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize Mrs. Opal Bohannon 
as she celebrates 95 years of life. She is 
a beloved mother, grandmother, 
Cookeville native, and one of the best 
cooks in all of Tennessee. Mrs. 
Bohannon made her entire State proud 
when she was named the ‘‘world’s 
grand champion down-home beef stew 
chef’’ at the Music and Molasses Fes-
tival in 2007. 

Opal is the oldest of 10 children. She 
learned how to cook by helping her 
mother in the kitchen, as so many do, 
and she got good at it. Her beef stew 
not only won awards, but it was also a 
dinnertime staple in her family for 
more than 60 years. Mrs. Bohannon 
went on to hone those cooking skills 
by working in the Cookeville High 
School cafeteria for 15 years before re-
tiring in 1989. Her culinary gifts were 
featured in the Tennessee Home and 
Farm magazine and even recognized by 
the Tennessee General Assembly in 
2008. 

Throughout her life, Mrs. Bohannon 
exemplified what it means to have a 
servant’s heart. She regularly brought 
her blue-ribbon stew to friends, neigh-
bors, and church potluck dinners for 
guests to enjoy. She frequently volun-
teered for the Putnam County Fair. 
While she spent countless hours in the 
kitchen, it is clear her real talent in 
life has been bringing joy to others. 

Madam Speaker, I hope Mrs. 
Bohannon has a great 95th birthday 
and many more great years to come. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE LAW IN ACTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. BROWN) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, access to affordable high-quality 
internet is not a privilege in today’s 
day and age. It is a necessity and a 
right. 

Yet, the sad truth is that too many 
families in my district and across 
America simply cannot afford it. In 
Cleveland, more than 30 percent of all 
households lack access to high-speed 
internet. 

That is why the bipartisan infra-
structure law created the new Afford-
able Connectivity Program. The pro-
gram provides a $30 per month internet 
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